
Open Space and Land Acquisition Committee 

Thursday, September 27th, 2018 Regular Meeting 4:00 PM 

       John Weichsel Municipal Center- Technology Training Room- 196 No. Main St.    

                                                  Southington  

Minutes 

 

 

Members Present: All members were present with the exception of Mr. Riccio and Mr. 

Chaplinsky (Mr. Berkmoes arrived at 4:20).  Also in attendance were David Lavallee, 

Assistant Town Planner/Environmental Land Use Planner and Jen Clock from 

Southington PZC. 

 

Chair Miceli called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM 

 

The first item on the agenda was approval of the Regular Meeting Minutes of 8/23/18; 

approved as presented upon a motion by Mr. Borowy, seconded by Mr. Guarino with all 

in favor; Mr. Barry and Mr. Pocock abstained.  

 

Chair Miceli deferred the Report from the Chair until after item A under Discussion 

Items in order to introduce Jen Clock once again as the representative from the PZC that 

volunteered to coordinate the historic open space tour previously discussed by the Open 

Space Committee. Miss Clock handed out a compilation of her research efforts that gives 

a brief history on the sites selected for the tour. A route has been established and Miss 

Clock drove the route to familiarize herself with each site. 25 people have signed up thus 

far and 32 seats are available. The Committee agreed that if, along the tour route, other 

areas of interest involving Open Space are passed they should be mentioned. Mr. 

Lavallee will gather that information and convey it to Miss Clock. Miss Clock stated that 

Phil Wooding has been very helpful in the gathering of historical information for this 

effort. The tour will be offered on 10/13/18. Mr. Berkmoes and Miss Clock have 

volunteered to be the tour guides and will likely appear in early period dress. It was 

mentioned that the tour may be offered every year or every other year. 

 

The Report from the Chair was next. Miss Miceli stated that the Open Space Subdivision 

Regulations were again being discussed at Planning and Zoning. Rob Phillips, Planning 

Director, will present the proposed regulations at the next meeting and will send the 

updated version to the Committee beforehand.  

 

Remaining Discussion items were addressed next.  

 

Item B; Mr. Lavallee reported that Marion Stannard from the AgSci department at the 

high school was on site with her students at Novick Open Space to discuss the project 

with Mr. Lavallee. Tilling and shrub planting should be able to take place this season; 

possibly installation of the pathway will occur as well. Mr. Lavallee stated that the garden 

will be more natural in appearance than the pollinator garden recently installed adjacent 

to the trail on Mill Street (Kelly School volunteers).  Local nurseries will be approached 

to see if end of season plant stock could be discounted. Additionally, the question of 



invasive Autumn Olive adjacent to the proposed garden area was discussed. The larger 

diameter growth may be able to be cut back to allow the field to be mowed for haying 

purposes if feasible. Miss Miceli inquired as to what degree Highway and Parks could 

assist; Mr. Lavallee will find out. Miss Stannard will be invited to the next Open Space 

meeting to further discuss the project.  

 

The next discussion item, C, was in regard to the possible orchard section reestablishment 

at Novick Open Space. Evergreen Nurseries did an assessment and concluded that it 

would not be worth the effort as multiple chemical treatments and lack of viable fruit tree 

stock negates a positive outcome. The Committee agreed with the assessment. The 

overgrown area is more valuable as habitat as opposed to a constant maintenance issue if 

it were to be clear cut.  

 

Next, item D; Miss Miceli brought up maintenance of our East Street Community 

Garden; the edges of the garden area have been cleared as well as in between the 

individual garden beds. The work should keep the encroachment of weeds down for a 

few growing seasons as a thorough job was performed.  

 

Item E was an update on the Crescent Lake Eagle Scout footbridge project; it was 

determined that arsenic free pressure treated lumber has little to no effect on water 

resources and as such may be used. To further reduce any possible impact, all sawdust 

generated from construction will be contained and removed. The Scout, Mr. McPherson, 

is trying to finalize his fund raising efforts in order to start the project mid-October.  

 

The final item was an Executive Session to discuss real estate matters; a motion to 

convene was made by Mr. Borowy, second by Mr. Pocock with all in favor at 4:36 pm.  

 

Executive Session adjourned at 5:05 pm whereupon the regular portion of the meeting 

continued.  

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. Pocock, second by Mr. Borowy with all 

in favor at 5:06 pm.  

 

 

 


